
Dear Walla Walla Presbyterian Family,

For over 146 years, Walla Walla Presbyterian Church has 
been on a journey of faith.  A journey of love, fueled by 
faith, committed “To Know Jesus and Make Him Known”.  
And God has been faithful to us over these many years.  It 
has always been our approach to seek God, and then do 
the next thing that He calls us to. That is happening again 
now. Together we are entering into a season of responding to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Following the early retirement of our sanctuary project loan in 2016, Session 
approved a strategic planning process to discover areas of opportunity and growth 
to accomplish our Mission Statement: To Know Jesus and Make Him Known. 
Listening to Jesus and the Spirit, the congregation responded. Together we brought 
forward two important ministry priorities for the future of Walla Walla Presbyterian 
Church:  Worship (how we praise God together) and Welcome (keeping connected 
and being welcoming to all).  In 2018, exciting changes began in the area of worship 
and we look forward to vibrant growth moving forward.  Now is the time to add a 
focus on Welcome with our Building Pathways capital campaign.

We want our guests to know that they are welcome in our church, and that we have 
intentionally prepared a clear pathway into connection, community, care and Christ.  
If we are serious about welcoming families and young people, while continuing 
to care for those worshipping already, we must all agree that it is time to make a 
dramatic change to how we engage them in welcome, community, and ministry. 

Pathways for Welcome: A new spacious, comfortable and organized atrium will be 
a hub of connectivity, and a clear entry point for guests, with places for meaningful 
conversation and a welcoming location for visitors to the church we love.

Pathways for Accessibility: A five-stop, two-sided elevator with dedicated stairways 
and landings will give full and rapid access to all floors in both of our buildings for 
all people, multiplying the usable square footage available for ministry programs 
and church activities.  

Pathways for Children: Our children’s ministry areas will have dedicated entry 
spaces, where families will be welcomed in a safe, secure, friendly way with clear 
areas for drop off and pick up.

Pathways for Youth: The basement youth ministry area will have a fresh new entry 
that lets students know they are a valued part of our congregation. 

Pathways for Connectivity: There will be room for everyone to come together in 
fellowship and conversation - spaces to pray together, share a cup of coffee and life, 
and not just Sunday, but every day of the week.  

Pathways for Service and Outreach: Rooms in current hard-to-reach locations 
will be easy to access and provide space to further our local mission work and 
community outreach.

Pathways for Energy Savings and Security: Windows and doors, along with 
modern heating and cooling systems, will be energy efficient and provide comfort.  
An office in the atrium at the 1st Street entrance will be welcoming and secure, 
monitoring everyone who enters and leaves our church.  

The projected cost of this vision for the future, Building Pathways, is $2.2 million, 
based on estimates from three reliable contractors.  It will allow us to welcome, 
connect, commune, move around more easily, and live into God’s plans for our 
congregation.  We will have a church that is easier to navigate, with special attention 
to our youth areas, and easier pathways for cherished long-time members and 
future guests.

God is good,

Rev. Albert L. Gillin
Pastor

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE BOUNDLESS AS WE BUILD:



Why is it now thought necessary that we need an 
elevator? 
Access to important areas of the church is not easy 
nor practical for many in our congregation; i.e., 
the basement, the 2nd floor of the sanctuary, and 
the 2nd floor of the education wing. It has been an 
aspiration and dream of the church to build a multi-
level elevator for many years. The church is now 
positioned to undertake a major capital project. 

How much is the total cost to design and build 
the new atrium and elevator?
Design and construction are projected to be in 
the range of $2.0-$2.2 million, based on estimates 
of three reliable local contractors. It is hoped that 
the full cost to build and finish the new atrium and 
elevator will be covered by pledges. However, 
should pledges fall short of the need, we could 
revisit the plan and, perhaps, consider a loan through 
local institutions. Our previous experience with 
the renovation of the sanctuary has proven that if a 
loan becomes necessary, we would be prudent and 
efficient in paying any debt in a timely manner.

Will the classroom and ministry areas for children 
and youth be updated?
Current plans are for the entrance to the 2nd floor 
of the Education Wing will have a secure, airy and 
spacious foyer that invites each child into a safe and 
caring environment. Other improvements could be 
made to these areas in the future.

Will the current Pastor and secretary offices be 
relocated?
No, however the secretary’s office could be reduced 
in size to provide wider hallway access to the 
sanctuary to reduce congestion and bottlenecks.  
Also, the hallway will open to a wide landing at 
the elevator with staircases on either side. A new 
reception office at the 1st street entrance door will 
let us welcome people more quickly every day and 
increase awareness of who enters and leaves the 
building.

How will access to the Fellowship Hall change?
The primary entrance to the Fellowship Hall will 
be a set of doors leading into the new atrium. The 
atrium design incorporates a reception counter 
at the current indoor entrance for easy access to 
information and friendly welcoming faces. 

How will handicap and elderly access to the 
sanctuary be enhanced?
Handicap access will be greatly improved by van 
accessible drop off at northeast entrance, possible 
ramped access from First Avenue and elevators to all 
five floors including the basement and choir room.

How will building a new elevator and atrium help 
WWPC grow?
It’s not just and elevator and atrium project.  We want 
to create an environment that says “you are welcome 
here”.  We want to create a space for people to 
congregate and experience a loving community 
of believers in Christ: to extend fellowship and 
friendship throughout our church and beyond our 
doors. It will make room in our hearts for the people 
God is eager to entrust in us, and create spaces for 
our children, friends and neighbors for generations 
to come.

When the atrium is built, will the stone work and 
stained-glass windows on the south exterior wall 
of the original church remain? 
The stone work will not be disturbed. The atrium 
will be self-supported by columns and beams. The 
stained-glass windows will remain unless there is a 
direct interference with a structural column.

Will there be an opportunity to add parking 
spaces?
The existing parking will remain.  We do have 
an arrangement for parking on Sundays in the 
professional building parking lot directly east of 
WWPC.  There will also be dedicated handicap 
accessible parking along the east side.

Will there be security cameras installed and will 
people be monitoring them?
The plan includes installation of new security 
cameras that will give full viewing capability of 
entrances into the church and activity in the atrium.  
These will be monitored by a staff person in the new 
reception office near the First Avenue entrance.

Will bathrooms be renovated?
Bathroom renovation is not part of the plan, but we 
recognize the need and value for these projects 
and will undertake them as soon as possible after 
construction.  

How much of the project is the elevator?
The cost of the elevator unit alone is expected to 
run between $100,000 to $125,000. In addition to 
this amount, however, is design and site work, such 
as excavation, foundation, electrical power and 
creating access landing points onto the three stops 
in the 1912 building and two stops on the Education 
building.

When will the demolition project begin and how 
long will it take to complete construction?  
The schedule depends upon the congregation’s 
response and our ability to raise the necessary 
capital funds. Ideally, we would begin this project in 
the spring of 2020, with design and constructions 
contracts being negotiated in late 2019.

What entry points will be open during 
construction?  
Access to the original church and sanctuary will be 
through doors along Birch Street and First Avenue.   
Access to the Fellowship Hall and Education Wing 
will be from the parking lot south door and, perhaps, 
one of the doors off the east alley. 

Will “Value Engineering” principles be applied 
during design and construction?  
Yes. “Value Engineering” is a systematic method to 
improve value by examining building function to 
identify and reduce unnecessary cost. The goal is to 
maintain or improve the value of the result including 
the maintenance and durability over time.  Some 
costs that could be addressed are the use of steel 
versus wood beams, changes in flooring materials, 
and stone versus brick on the exterior façade.

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES
2 Samuel 22:37, Proverbs 4:11-12, Romans 12:4-6, 
Psalms 23:3, Psalms 25:4, Matt 3:3, Genesis 24:42, 
Psalm 85:12-13.

FAQ


